OCTOBER 1710             Journal to Stella
and 'tis well I dine every day, else I should be longer
making out my letters: for we are yet in a very dull state,
only enquiring every day after new elections, where the
Tories carry it among the new members six to one. Mr.
Addison's election7 has passed easy and undisputed; and
I believe, if he had a mind to be chosen king, he would
hardly be refused. An odd accident has happened at
Colchester: one captain Lavallin8 coming from Flanders
or Spain, found his wife with child by a clerk of Doctors
Commons,9 whose trade, you know, it is to prevent fornica-
tions : and this clerk was the very same fellow that made
the discovery of DyetV0 counterfeiting the stamp paper.
Lavallin has been this fortnight hunting after the clerk to
kill him; but the fellow was constantly employed at the
Treasury about the discovery he made: the wife had made
a shift to patch up the business, alledging that the clerk
had told her her husband was dead, and other excuses;
but t'other day somebody told Lavallin his wife had
intrigues before he married her: upon which he goes
down in a rage, shoots his wife through the head, then
falls on his sword; and, to make the matter sure, at the
1787 and Child's Bank built on the site. From the time when Ben Jonson's
Apollo Club met there the tavern had a long association with men of letters.
See Leopold Wagner's London Inns and Taverns, pp. 84-6; Percy
Simpson, 'Ben Jonson and the Devil Tavern/ Modem Language Review,
xxxiv. 367-73.
7  Addison entered Parliament in 1708 as member for Lostwithiel. He
was first elected for Malmesbury in 1709, and continued to represent it
till his death in 1719.
8  Captain Charles Lavalle"e served with the Cadiz expedition of 1702.
In 1704, when in Lord Portmore's regiment, he fought a duel with and
HUed a brother officer. Luttrell, under the same date, also records the
tragedy described by Swift (Luttrell, Brief Relation, v. 452, vi. 640;
Dalton, English Army Lists, iv. 126, v. 52, 101).
9  The building near St. Paul's Churchyard occupied by the College
of Advocates, the members of which had exclusive audience in the ecclesi-
astical and admiralty courts. In 1857, on the establishment of the probate
and divorce courts, the corporation was abolished.
10  Seep. 39n.22